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CHIRIYAKHANA

Synopsis of the Story

Nishanath Sen, a retired Sessions-Judge, owns a nursery-cum-
dairy farm which he calls Golap Colony. Here he has given refuge to
a number of people who are, for various reasons unable to earn a
livelihood in the normal way.

These inmates are : Dr. Bhujanga Das, who had lost his licence for
practising illegal abortion : Nepal Gupta, Ex-Professor of Chemistry,
who had been involved in the manufacture of explosives ; Broiodas,
exconvict turned Vaishnab ; Rasiklal, who had lost an arm in a factory
accident ; deaf-mute Panugopal ; ex-motor car driver Mushkil Mia who
had served a sentence for rash driving; Mushkil's young wife
Nazar Bibi; Banalakshmi, a village girl who had been forced by
circumstances to take to street-walking ; Mukul, Nepal's unmarried
daughter. Besides these, there are two others—Damayanti—Nishanath’s
wife, who appears to be half her husband’s age, and Nishanath’s young
nephew Bijoy

One rainy morning. Nishanath comes to the private detective
Byomkesh Bakshi and asks him to find out whether ex-film actress
Sunayana is hiding in the colony under a false identity. Some seven
years ago, Sunayana's name had been linked with the murder of a
jeweller. The Police had issued a Warrant in Sunayana’s name, but she
had mysteriously disappeared.

Byomkesh undertakes to investigate and takes the help of Ramen
Mullick, wealthy man-of-the-world with an intimate knowledge of the
film business.

Byomkesh begins by taking a look at the colony and its inmates in
the disguise of a Japanese horticulturist. On the same evening,
Nishanath is murdered at the point of telephoning Byomkesh to inform
him of some important developments.

Investigation reveals the presence of a blackmailer who had been
extorting money out of Damayanti. The question before Byomkesh is :
are the murderer and the blackmailer one and the same person, or are
the two crimes unrelated ?

A second murder takes place shortly afterwards, and again the venue
Is the colony.

At this point, interrogation of the suspects reveals some important
clues.

Gradually, the identity of the blackn™iler ‘is revealed, and so is a
great deal about Nishanath’s own past.

Some further shrewd deductions, and a daring sortie into the heart -
of Calcutta’s Anglo-Indian neighbourhood on the heels of a suspect
finally leads Byomkesh to the solution.

The end comes in the colony itself, where Byomkesh’s exposition of
the case in the presence of all the suspects results in an unexpected and
dramatic climax.
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